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What is SAIN?

Launched in November 2008 by the UK Secretary of State for
Environment, Food & Rural Affairs, and the Chinese Minister of
Agriculture, UK-China Sustainable Agriculture Innovation
Network (SAIN) is a platform for UK-China collaboration on
sustainable agriculture. Its aim is to contribute to the
achievement of a resource efficient, low carbon economy and
an environmentally friendly society. SAIN will do this by: 

■ Stimulating innovative thinking and research on all aspects of
sustainable agriculture and its relation to the local, national
and global economy

■ Communicating information on sustainable agriculture
issues and opportunities for change, and disseminating best
practices to farmers, policy makers, and businesses 

■ Contributing to global sustainability through wider sharing of
experience between developed and emerging economies

Why was SAIN set up?

SAIN was established in response to the following needs and
opportunities:

■ Sustainable agriculture is a common concern to both UK and
China that has global implications. Sustainability can only be
achieved through partnership within and between countries

■ More needs to be done to bring policy makers, researchers,
farmers and other stakeholders together to tackle the
challenges

■ Translating research into practice is key to ensure policy
making is better informed and technical interventions better
targeted 

■ UK and China have many policy and research experiences
that should be shared but there is no appropriate mechanism
to enable thisto enable this.

■ Current collaboration tends to be piecemeal and does not
fully exploit synergies between activities
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For more information please visit:
http://www.sainonline.org

or contact

In the UK :

Dr Yuelai Lu

International Development UEA

University of East Anglia

Norwich  NR4 7TJ, UK

Tel: +44(0)1603 593264

Fax: +44(0)1603 591170

Email: y.lu@uea.ac.uk

In China:

Prof Tong Yanan 
College of Resource and Environment
Northwest A&F University 
Yangling, Shaanxi,712100, 
China 

Tel/Fax: +86 (0) 29 87081213 
Email: tongyanan@nwsuaf.edu.cn

What are SAIN’s priorities?

■ Nutrient management: to apply research and better
communication tools to improve soil and crop nutrient
management and reduce non-point source pollution.

■ Bioenergy: to increase use of agricultural biomass and
livestock manure for biogas, liquid biofuels and organic
fertiliser production.

■ Climate change mitigation and adaptation: to address the
interface between agriculture and climate change,
including the way agriculture will be impacted by, and
therefore need to adapt to, climate change, and the ways
in which agriculture contributes to greenhouse gas
emissions.

■ Circular agriculture: to provide policy advice on how the
concept of the circular economy can be applied to
agriculture by exploiting the opportunities for greater
recycling, waste minimisation, and more efficient use of
water and other critical resources.

How does SAIN work?

SAIN is supported by the UK Department for Environment,
Food & Rural Affairs (Defra), the Department for International
Development (DfID) and the Chinese Ministry of Agriculture
(MoA),

SAIN is overseen by a high level Governing Board, supported by a
Steering Group, two Secretariat Offices (one in each country), and
four Working Groups.  The Governing Board is co-chaired by Prof
Bob Watson, Chief Scientific Adviser of Defra, and Mr Niu Dun,
Vice Agriculture Minister of MoA. Its 15 members represent
government departments, academic institutes and international
organizations and they set the strategic direction for SAIN and
agree its priorities. SAIN’s day-to-day work is coordinated by
Secretariat Offices at the University of East Anglia in the UK and at
the Northwest Agriculture & Forestry University in China. 

Working Groups develop and implement specific workstreams
that have strategic importance to agricultural sustainability and
food security.  Each Working Group is co-chaired by UK and
Chinese experts and includes a further four members from
each country, supplemented by national and international
experts as appropriate. Over thirty research institutes and
universities in China and the UK are currently involved in SAIN. 
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